
Dear Applicant,  

Congratulations on discerning a call to ministry through the Commissioned Ruling Elder 
program! We hope that this policy manual will help you navigate the requirements put in 
place by the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) of East Iowa Presbytery. 
Becoming a Commissioned Ruling Elder is no small feat. It requires time, energy, 
imagination, intelligence, and most importantly love. The role of CPM and your mentor 
is to help you navigate each step and to encourage you along the way.  

The next steps will help you get started.  

A. Consult with your pastor or the moderator of session regarding your interest in 
the CRE program.  

B. Submit a written application, Forms A and B to CPM. The application forms are 
attached to this policy and include writing a brief statement of faith. C. A 
representative of CPM shall consult with presbytery leadership regarding your sense 
of call (including at least one of the following: the Stated Clerk of PEIA, the 
Executive Presbyter, a presbytery moderator, or a moderator of COMV). A 
representative of CPM shall also meet with the session of your church to explain the 
process including the role of session.  
D. Your church’s session must vote to endorse your entry into the CRE program. 

The clerk of session or moderator of your church must submit Form C to the 
CPM.  

E. Send three letters of favorable reference and recommendation to CPM, including 
one from either the pastor or moderator of your church.  

F. CPM will interview you to discern whether to affirm your sense of call to validated 
ministry. CPM must then vote to approve your entrance into the program as a 
Candidate for Commissioned Ruling Elder (CCRE). The CPM moderator or 
appointed liaison will notify you, your church’s session moderator, and the Stated 
Clerk of the PEIA of your acceptance into the program.  

G. If accepted into the program as a CCRECPM shall appoint a liaison for you as a 
resource in navigating how to complete the course of study and other 
requirements per PEIA’s CRE Program Policy.  

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry looks forward to having a conversation with 
you.  

God be with you! 


