Derecho
Response
Update
On August 10th a derecho with winds up to
140 miles an hour blew through Iowa. The
damage to trees and buildings within the
bounds of the Presbytery was extensive.
Almost immediately Presbyterian
congregations stepped into action by
providing teams with equipment to help with
clean up and teams bringing in much needed
food.
By the end of the week the Presbytery put a
Disaster Response Task Force in place. This
allowed us assess the damage, organize
volunteers, and meet the needs of those
who were affected by the derecho. We
applied for and secured grants through
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). PDA
has been invaluable in helping us with our
response to the derecho.
Due the generosity of the Presbyterians in
Eastern Iowa, we have been able to show
Christ's love through clearing debris, feeding
the hungry, giving school supplies to
children, supporting Food Banks with
financial assistance, and helping our
neighbors in need. Thank you!
If you would like to help, please contact the
chair of the Disaster Response Task Force,
Kristin Hutson (kristin.e.hutson@gmail.com
or 319.431.5701).
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If you wish to donate to the Presbytery’s Disaster
Fund, please go to https://peia.org/disasterassistance-information/
OR mail a check to
Presbytery of East Iowa
1700 S. 1st Ave. Ste 23
Iowa City, IA 52240
Please write “Disaster Recovery Fund” in the memo
line

By the Numbers
In response to the derecho storm disaster, the Presbytery of East
Iowa set up a Disaster Response Task Force (DRTF) and applied
for a $7500 grant from Presbyterian Disaster Relief. PDA also set
up a fund for disaster relief in Iowa and an additional $20,000+
has been received. This is great news!
This last week, the DRTF authorized $2000 go to the food pantries
run by the Presbyterian Church in Atkins and Loaves and Fishes
at Westminster in Cedar Rapids, both of which lost freezers of
food in the power outage. In addition, they authorized $3000 be
given to the Hoover Community Food Pantry. This pantry, run out
of Hoover Elementary on NW Cedar Rapids, is especially
important to many of the refugee families in nearby apartments
that devastated. The DRTF is checking in with other food pantries
in the area to see if they also need funds.
In addition, the DRTF sponsored a Back to School BBQ at
Westminster in Cedar Rapids. Over 450 hotdogs and hamburgers
were served and an estimated 250 students received school
supplies. On Saturday, September 5, one-hundred and one
Presbyterians volunteered to help cut down limbs and move tree
debris at an All Iowa Service Day at Prairiewoods Franciscan
Spirituality Retreat Center. The crew of volunteers helped clear
70 acres of woods and Prairie.

"One day the needs of the world will be so great
that the trees will split open and offer their
wisdom to heal a broken world.”

