
A Pastoral Word 

I just returned from attending my first meeting with the “Presbytery Pastoral Care Network” association. PPCN is 

an organization of ministry professionals throughout the Presbyterian Church who are concerned or engaged in 

providing pastoral care for ministers, Christian Educators and others who provide ministry to our congregations. 

It was a great meeting…concluding on the eve of the first Kansas City Royals victory of the World Series held only 

a few miles from the hotel in Kansas City! Some 70 people, from all over the US were there. Some were parish 

pastors, some educators, some spiritual direction folks and a few of us designated specifically to provide 

pastoral care to clergy and their families in local Presbytery’s. I received a royal welcome into the group and 

experienced the warmth of genuine Presbyterian fellowship. There were many highlights but perhaps the sense 

of “spirit” during our worship services was the most compelling. It was truly uplifting! 

What did I bring back? Very succinctly, I brought back a deepened concern for the stresses and fears many of 

our pastors working on the front lines of the faith journey are subjected to daily. In these changing times many 

clergy are facing the real threat of changing job descriptions as churches are being forced to consider down-

sizing as fewer people seem available to help pay the bills. A growing fatigue among the faithful is a great 

concern as pastors are forced to ask some to increase workloads that already seem burdensome. A common 

table topic of conversation centered on the concerns that “church”, as we know it, may be very different as we 

move into the future. Some care-givers reflected conversations with pastors who feel under an almost daily 

assault from growing indifference and challenging conversations from those who avoid the churches. Feelings of 

being isolated, separated from being able to have close friends and feeling resented because they were having 

to ask for “more” from already hard working parishioners were voiced. All of us in ministry understand that this 

is all part of ministry. We also understand that these evolving times do take their toil on pastors and front-line 

ministers answering the call to serve Christ. 

The small group discussions I participated in at the conference fostered a sense of community and support 

among the attendees. I definitely felt the energy and support people picked up as we talked. We were with 

friends who “understood”, and with people who cared, and while not changing the reality of our world, it was 

certainly rejuvenating to our spirits. I drove home newly convinced that many of us in our Presbytery are in need 

of this experience. 

This new position of “Pastor to Pastors” finds me still in the process of visitation throughout our Presbytery. I’m 

been trying to meet with those of you who are Teaching Elders and leaders to better acquaint myself and 

understand the work being done and the challenges being faced. If I’m slow “getting there”, be patient and 

please know that I welcome your phone calls and they will be answered (515-314-7759) and a time to visit will 

be arranged.  

Also, please remember Pastor Mel Ramos and members of Hus Memorial Presbyterian Church in Cedar Rapids 

while Mel recovers from surgery. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Warren Jensen, Pastor to Pastors  


