
March 12, 2020 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time if we do 
not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, 
and especially for those of the family of faith.” Romans 6:9-10 

Dear friends, 

We share this email with you to affirm that the Presbytery Coordinating 
Commission has acted to cancel this Saturday’s stated meeting in 
Bettendorf.  Staying alert, remaining hopeful, practicing creativity, and maintaining 
connection without physically gathering as a presbytery or as congregations can make 
us weary and anxious.  We are so grateful for your care and faithfulness to your 
communities, at the cost of doing church in a traditional and trusted way. Though we 
may not be doing church as usual, we can still be church with and through each other in 
mission and care in this stressful time. 

One item of business that the Presbytery would have considered at this stated 
meeting concerns the sale of the Echo Hill church building.  The purchase 
agreement that requires our assent no later than March 16 involves the sale of the 
building to Mercy-PHS Senior Housing, Inc. for the purchase price of $2,612,500.  Given 
the short time frame for Presbytery approval and our desire that the Echo Hill 
congregation not lose out on this wonderful opportunity, the Trustees will sign the sale 
documents using their authority to “manage the real property of the Presbytery and its 
constituent churches as necessary.”  The PCC will bring this action to a re-scheduled 
meeting when the way is clear for ratification, so that all of the paperwork is decent and 
orderly.  We give thanks for the caring, faithful work of the administrative commission 
that continues to walk with the Echo Hill congregation and leadership through the 
relocation process, and we ask that the Presbytery continue to hold this congregation in 
prayer as they prepare to leave this building in which they have invested so much of 
themselves.  

Since institutions in Iowa, such as school districts and the three public universities are 
taking steps to mitigate the rapid spread of the Covid-19 virus, we have cancelled our 
meeting, but encourage all of us to lift one another in covenant community by acting 
responsibly to ensure care and safety for others. 

In an earlier mailing to churches, we have shared some advice from Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance for pandemic preparedness along with a guide for electronic 



worship and an advisory opinion from the Office of Constitutional Services concerning 
processes to continue governance activities in decent and orderly ways despite the 
uncertainty that large-scale events of this sort can create.  All of the attachments from 
our previous mailings can be found here: https://peia.org/resources-for-covid-19-
pademic/.  We will also add new updates as they become necessary. 

We urge you to use common sense as church sessions to take all precautions, 
including making decisions to cancel Sunday morning worship and postpone the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, along with other large group gatherings, to keep 
everyone as healthy and safe from infection as possible, particularly those in high-risk 
population groups. 

As the verse from Romans reminds us, in times such as these we do grow weary and 
worried. But the opportunities to work for good, and to serve our congregations and 
communities is the call God has put on all our hearts. We can navigate this challenging 
path because we are connected, and because God leads our way. May we find strength, 
endurance, and courage in one another. And may God watch over you, your loved ones, 
your congregations, and our world. 

In grace and peace, 
  
The Reverend Dan Jessop, Co-Moderator 
The Reverend Lori Wunder, Co-Moderator 
Elder Dr,. Rebecca Blair, Stated Clerk 
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