
Path to Ordination	 	 PRESBYTERY OF EAST IOWA	

SEEKER -  A seeker must be a member of a local congregation for six months before entering the 
process for Ordination.

Session/Congregation Presbytery/CPM Seminary

1.  Seeker fills out Forms 1a, 1b, 1c, 
1d and forwards them, along with 
copy of college transcripts, to the 
Clerk or Moderator of Session.

2.  Moderator or Clerk contacts CPM.

3.  CPM meets with Session for 
Orientation.  

4.  Seeker meets with Session so 
session can discern their 
endorsement.

5.  Session names a Session Liaison.

6.  Session forwards Forms 1a-1d to 
the CPM.

  

7.  CPM Receives Forms 1a-1d 
from Session.

8.  CPM arranges to meet with 
Seeker.

9. Background check of Seeker. 

COMING UNDER CARE – Seeker moves to status as an Inquirer.

Session Liaison may attend interview. 1.  Seeker meets with CPM.

1. Covenant relationship Form 2b is 
signed by Session.  

2.  If endorsed, CPM names a 
CPM Liaison.

3.  CPM & Seeker completes 
Forms 2a, 2b, & 2c.  They are 
forwarded to the Stated Clerk of 
Presbytery.

4.  Action to approve CPM’s 
recommendation is approved at 
the next presbytery meeting.  
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https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/application-enrolled-presbytery-inquirer/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/questions-reflection/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/financial-planning-theological-education/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/session-evaluation-and-recommendation/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-2b-covenant-agreement-and-inquirer-release/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/report-consultation-regarding-application/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-2c-report-initial-consultation/
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INQUIRY PHASE – 

Session/Congregation Presbytery/CPM Seminary

-  Session liaison is invited to attend 
all annual consultations.


 -  Maintain regular contact with 
Session liaison with liaison  reporting 
on student's progress regularly to the 
session.


- Session to encourage student to 
participate in worship and other 
pastoral leadership (when student is 
at home.) 

 -  Attend the Annual 
Consultation, submitting Form 3 
and recent transcripts.  


-  Work on learning and 
vocational goals established  
during annual consultation and 
identified on Form 4.


Plan for completion of Presbytery 
requirements: 

-  Field Education (2 Units)

● CPE (1 Unit) ordinarily in an 

accredited setting.

● Complete before 

Candidacy:

● LeaderWise Psych 

Evaluation (Costs split 1/3 
Session, 1/3 CPM, 1/3 
Inquirer)


● Bible Content Exam

 - Inquirer communicates 
to CPM contact 
information for their 
faculty advisor. 


 - Complete 
recommended 
coursework with 
emphasis on 
denominational specific 
coursework.


-  Inquirer to maintain 
involvement in a local 
congregation while at 
seminary.


MOVE TO CANDIDACY – Students must plan to be a Candidate a full year prior to their hoped 
for date for Final Assessment.  The date of candidacy is the date of the presbytery meeting at which 
the Inquirer is present and interviewed by the Presbytery.

1. Inquirer completes and forwards 
Form 5a to Session.

2.  Session meets with Inquirer, 
recommends move to candidacy.  
They sign Form 5a, 5d and complete 
Form 5b then forward all to CPM.

3.  CPM interviews Inquirer for 
candidacy.

Faculty Advisor consulted 
as to progress of student.
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https://peia.org/leadership-and-development_cdv_pc/
https://peia.org/leadership-and-development_cdv_pc/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-5a-application-be-enrolled-presbytery-candida/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-5d-covenant-agreement-candidate-release/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-5b-enrollment-as-candidate/
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Session liaison and others may be 
invited to attend Presbytery meeting 
to support the Inquirer. 

4.  Inquirer presented by CPM on 
the floor of Presbytery at the next 
stated meeting of the Presbytery.

5.  Presbytery votes to accept 
Inquirer as Candidate.

6.  CPM and candidate sign Form 
5c.  Should also review/sign 
Forms 5a, 5b, 5d. 

CELEBRATION!!

CANDIDACY PHASE – Candidate continues all the activities listed in the Inquiry Phase.  

Session/Congregation Presbytery/CPM Seminary

-  Session liaison is invited to attend 
all annual consultations.


 - Maintain regular contact with 
Session liaison with liaison reporting 
on student's progress regularly to the 
session.


- Session to encourage student to 
participate in worship and other 
pastoral leadership (when student is 
at home.) 

 - Attend the Annual 
Consultation, submitting Form 3 
and recent transcripts before 
meeting.  


-  Work on learning and 
vocational goals established 
during annual consultation and 
complete Form 4. 


Complete Presbytery 
Requirements: 

-  Field Education (2 Units)

● CPE (1 Unit) ordinarily in an 

accredited setting.

● - Pass all four Ordination 

Exams (ordinarily taken 
following two full years of 
seminary education.)  


● * Alternative Assessment 
Policy

- Complete recommended 
coursework with 
emphasis on 
denominational specific 
coursework.


- Proceed toward 
graduation.


-  Maintain involvement 
in a local congregation 
while at seminary.


FINAL ASSESSMENT – may not be scheduled any sooner than one year after official date of 
candidacy. 

PAGE  of 	 Rev. February  22, 20233 4

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/form-5c-report-consultation-candidate/
https://peia.org/leadership-and-development_cdv_pc/
https://peia.org/leadership-and-development_cdv_pc/
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1.  For their final assessment the 
candidate shall present to the 
CPM a:  


● Statement of faith

● Exegesis of passage and 

transcript of sermon to be 
preached before the CPM.


● Seminary transcript.

● Draft of their PIF

Session liaison may be invited to 
attend Final Assessment.

2.  Candidate meets with CPM, 
leads worship, and is interviewed 
for their final assessment.

3.  Candidate is certified ready to 
receive a call and is able to 
circulate PIF.  

CELEBRATION!!

FINAL STEPS TO ORDINATION - 

1.  Seek call by circulating PIF and interviewing with churches.

2.  Interviewed by both the COM and CPM of Presbytery of Call prior to accepting the church's call.

3.  Examined for ordination on the floor of Presbytery of Call.

4.  Ordinarily ordained by Presbytery of Call.

5.  Membership is transferred to Presbytery of Call.

6.  Service of Installation in Presbytery of Call at the church of call.

CELEBRATION!
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