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PRESBYTERY COORDINATING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Presbytery of East Iowa    14 November 2019    Presbytery Office   10:00 a.m. 

PRESENT:  Rebecca Blair (Stated Clerk), Danie DeBeer (Congregational Development and 

Vitality), Kristin Hutson (Mission and Social Justice), Dan Jessop (Co-Moderator), Jan 

Kosowski (Trustees), Ann Luedtka (Ministers and Congregations Commission), Tom Martin 

(Budget and Finance), Bob Nolan (Mission and Social Witness), Tom Suchomel 

(Personnel/Trustees), Mary Anne Welch (Leadership Development), Kris Ward (Personnel), 

Lori Wunder (Co-Moderator) 

 

EXCUSED: Jennifer Jennings (Ministers and Congregations Commission), 

Karen Minnis (Immediate Past Moderator), Stan Tate (Congregational Development and 

Vitality) 

 

Co-Moderator Lori Wunder called the meeting to order in at 10:04 am with a time to share joys 

and concerns prior to the opening prayer.  Special prayers were lifted up for TE Joe Phipps, TE 

Jennifer Jennings, and Ann’s brother, Bob, as these brothers and sisters in Christ work through 

health concerns, and Mary’ Ann’s sister as she celebrates the birth of her first grandchild.  

Moderator Wunder also noted National Kindness Day.  The Co-Moderator called upon Stated 

Clerk Dr. Rebecca Blair, who affirmed that a quorum was present.  A motion to approve the 

minutes of the 24 October 2019 meeting was seconded and APPROVED unanimously.  The 

Stated Clerk noted that she still has not received the executive session minutes from the August 

meeting. 

 

Personnel Team Report 

RE Kris Ward reviewed the PEIA Personnel Handbook, noting that a Theology of Employment 

section has been added along with the Standards of Ethical Conduct (1998).  The PCC reviewed 

the Handbook draft section by section, adjusting the language to make the document 

consonant with the PEIA Bylaws (2019).  Kris Ward will send an updated copy to the Stated Clerk 

for inclusion in the November stated meeting packet.  A motion to recommend this document 

as amended to the Presbytery at the 190th Stated Meeting as a First Reading with subsequent 

Second Reading and vote to take place at the 191st meeting in January 2020 was seconded and 

APPROVED. 

 

Conversation with Deb DeMeester 
TE Kristin Hutson reported that the task group is in research mode concerning comparative data 

across the Synod.  Julia has shared the information she was tasked with assembling with the Co-

Moderators and Stated Clerk.  After this meeting, Kristin and Lori will review this information to 
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pass on to Deb since she has offered to make phone calls to minister members who have not 

attended stated/called meetings during the period from 2012-June 2019. 

 
A motion that this task group elicit information from presbyteries within the Synod of Lakes of 

Prairies concerning staffing, salaries, and structures as a data set to inform further planning was 

seconded and APPROVED. 

 
Stated Clerk’s Report 
Stated Clerk Blair reported receipt of a notification from the Social Security Administration/IRS 

concerning a discrepancy of $112,888.43  on the payroll amounts processed by the IRS and the 

amounts processed by the Social Security Administration for Tax Year 2018.  A motion to refer 

this matter to Jim Claypool for further inquiry and resolution was seconded and APPROVED. 

 
The Stated Clerk inquired concerning further updates and additions concerning items for the 

190th Stated Meeting, with these items to be included in the Table Docket: 

 
Budget and Finance Update 

RE Tom Martin reported a projected budget deficit of $47,840.  He explained an 

aspiration, starting 1 January 2020, for the Presbytery to operate with three budget 

documents:  a Combined Budget, Budget A-Operations, and Budget B- Mission.  He 

noted the need to track the two pots of money out of which the Presbytery operates.  A 

motion to affirm presenting the 2020 Proposed Presbytery Budget using these three 

budget documents and to affirm the practice of presenting reports on incomes and 

expenditures for 2020 using these three documents was seconded and APPROVED. 

 
Tom also noted that, at the direction of the Presbytery, he had contacted Jeff and Amy 

Orris, members of Iowa City, First, to perform an audit review of the Presbytery’s financial 

records.  He estimated that the cost for this review would range from $500-$1000, 

depending upon the amount of time involved.  A motion to recommend that the 

Presbytery affirm that Jeff and Amy Orris be engaged to perform an audit review of the 

Presbytery’s financial records was seconded and APPROVED. 

 
Lastly, Tom explained that Green State Credit Union, because it is a credit union formed 

by members, does not have the capability to use a business name for the Presbytery 

accounts, but instead lists the accounts in the names of individuals with the Presbytery of 

East Iowa attached to the names.  In order to honor the best financial practices as 

contained in the Presbytery’s Finance Policies, the Budget and Finance Team recommends 

that the Presbytery establish true business accounts at a bank rather than a credit union.  

A motion that the PCC recommends that the Presbytery authorize the moderators of the 
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Budget and Finance Team and the Trustees, in communication with the Stated Clerk (as 

corporate secretary) and Finance Manager, to move the financial accounts of the 

Presbytery (checking, savings, and the Presbytery credit card) from the University of Iowa 

Credit Union, now Green State Credit Union, to Hills Bank as business accounts, was 

seconded and APPROVED. 

 

Nominations Update 

A motion that the PCC recommend to the Presbytery that RE Bob Nolan as the nominee 

for RE Male Commissioner and was seconded and APPROVED. 

A motion that the PCC recommend to the Presbytery that TE Katie Styrt as an alternate TE 

commissioner to the 224th General Assembly (2020) was seconded and APPROVED.   

 A motion that the PCC recommend TE Kyle Otterbein as the nominee for Committee on  

Representation and Nomination was seconded and APPROVED. 

 

Trustees Report 

Trustees moderator Jan Kosowski observed that the following motion needs to be 

included in the Table Docket:   

MOTION: The Trustees recommend that the Presbytery affirm the Trustees’ action 

approving the sale of the manse associated with the Lost Nation, Union church with the 

following terms: 

Legal description is GISH’S 2nd Add EXC S 6.8’ Lot 1 Blk 2 

 

Contract Sale Price                            $79,900.00 

Less Estimated Expenses                   $  7,663.23 

 

Total Estimate of Proceeds               $72,236.77 

 

Estimated Expenses include the follow: 

            Realtor (Andy Peterson, Central Realty)    $3,595.50 

            Prorated Taxes                                                $       0.00 

            Abstract Costs                                                 $   250.00 

                        Revenue Stamps                                           $   127.04 

                        Termite Inspection                                        $       0.00  

                        Attorney Fees                                                 $   350.00 

                        Home Warranty                                             $       0.00 

                        Closing Costs                                                  $ 2,397.00 

                        Repairs                                                            $   943.69 
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Appraisal indicates the value of the property is $70,000.  All inspections complete.  Seller 

to contribute 3% of purchase price towards buyers’ closing costs and prepaids.  There 

shall be no home warranty on this property.  Buyer understands that Seller does not 

warrant any system not specified in the sale agreement.  Closing to take place not later 

than 11 November 2019.  The motion to include this item of business was seconded and 

APPROVED. 

 

Jan also noted that the Echo Hill session has voted to contract with a local commercial 

realtor to represent the sale of the church building. 

 

Ministers and Congregations Commission Report 

Team vice-moderator RE Ann Luedtka observed that the conversation among the Christ 

Church/Hus/Calvin Sinclair/Olivet churches in Cedar Rapids will likely move to a vote on 

December 8 concerning the desire of each of these churches to pursue further some kind 

of shared ministry or joint congregational witness.  She asked that Stated Clerk Blair assist 

in the framing of a motion for this vote.  The MCC further requests that the Presbytery 

appoint an administrative commission after the vote takes place to ensure that there is a 

group of persons without any conflict of interest who can work with these churches as 

authorized by the Presbytery.  This item will be docketed for the December PCC meeting. 

 

Congregational Development and Vitality Team Report 

TE Danie DeBeer explained that the Bonaparte church, with whom the CDV team has 

recently visited, has requested further information on per capita.  The Stated Clerk will 

send the last informational document on per capita to the PCC. 

 

Leadership Development Team Report 

TE Mary Anne Welch announced that the team will add an action item to nominate RE 

Anita Burnett and TE Mary Pugh as the readers for the 2020 ordination examinations to 

take place in February with TE Katie Styrt to serve as alternate reader. 

 

A motion to adjourn was APPROVED.  Co-Moderator Jessop adjourned the meeting at 1:46 
pm with prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rebecca Blair, Ph.D. 
Stated Clerk 

NEXT PCC MEETING: 
Thursday, 19 December 2019 
10 am-1 pm 
Eastdale Conference Room 


