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PRESBYTERY COORDINATING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Presbytery of East Iowa    28 February 2019    Presbytery Office   10:00  a.m. 

PRESENT: Rebecca Blair (Stated Clerk), Danie deBeer (Congregational Development and 

Vitality), Jennifer Jennings (MCC), Dan Jessop (Co-Moderator), Jan Kosowski (Trustees), 

Tom Martin (Budget and Finance), Curt Mayo (Leadership Development), Karen Minnis 

(Immediate Past Moderator), Mary Anne Welch (Leadership Development),  Lori 

Wunder (Co-Moderator) 

 

EXCUSED:  Kristin Hutson (MCC), Kris Ward (Personnel) 

 
STAFF PRESENT: Julia Andrews (Communications Manager), Kevin Cullum (Camp 

Wyoming) 

STAFF EXCUSED:  Karen Bartel (Finance Manager) 

 
Co-Moderator Lori Wunder convened the meeting to order at 10:06 am with prayer.  In 

acknowledgement of the season of Lent, she offered a brief devotion from Prayer: 40 Days of 
Practice by Justin McRoberts and Scott Erickson.  The Moderator called upon Stated Clerk Dr. 

Rebecca Blair, who affirmed that a quorum was present.  A motion to amend the 6 December 

2018 minutes to remove Dan Jessop’s name from those present was seconded and 

APPROVED.  A motion to approve the minutes of the 6 December 2018 meeting as 

amended was seconded and APPROVED unanimously. 

 

Moderator’s Report 
Co-Moderator Wunder asked the Stated Clerk to provide an update on the Davenport, First 

situation.   Stated Clerk Blair noted that a request for additional information has been filed with 

the Synod Stated Clerk by Louise Hales on behalf of Harry Hoyt with the Synod.  Per D-6.0307, 

these additional papers must be delivered to the Synod Stated Clerk immediately after the 

Synod PJC determines that the four jurisdictional questions have been satisfied.  To date, these 

questions have not been satisfied.  The Stated Clerk notes that it would be wise to collect this 

information to be prepared in the event that the case is accepted.  She asked those present to 

send her information pertinent to the request, which is as follows:   

• Minutes of any stated or called MCC, PCC or other committee meetings between August 1 and 
December 31 

• Letters, emails or any other correspondence related to First Presbyterian Church , Davenport, 
Iowa, its Church Government and Personnel Committee, or Complainants to or from  

o The Ministers and Congregations Commission 
o Presbytery Coordinating Committee; 
o First, Davenport Administrative Commission or its members 
o Temporary Moderator(s) assigned to First, Davenport 
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o The Stated Clerk 
o Any others not named between August 1 to December 31, including, but not limited to 

the following:  
 Attached Document and emails sent from Louise Hales on 16 October and 18 

October 2018 to Rev. Dr. Pam Saturnia, at her request, and not shared with the 
session of First, Davenport (two emails, three attachments).  These are in addition 
to those included with the Presbytery response listed as item A.6. 

 
   Co-Moderator Wunder then opened a discussion about the uses of the Presbytery spaces in CR,    
   Westminster and Eastdale Plaza.  It has become apparent that three persons cannot work well in the 

Westminster space, yet the church has been deeply hospitable in offering the space, and it could 
work well as a mission site since the Presbytery’s mission is largely centered in Cedar Rapids.  Further, 
there has been no interest in the Eastdale site, and our realtor advises us that the sale prospects look 
to be nil.  His representation contract ends in early March.  The Eastdale space will work well as an 
office location.  She opened the floor for discussion.  PCC members noted that the Westminster 
space could be used for a Life Giving Servanthood initiative of some sort.  There was also a question 
if the Westminster space could be used for educational initiative or workshops, perhaps partnered 
with ecumenical or Formula of Agreement partners like the ELCA or UCC denominations.  The PCC 
observed that there will need to be deliberate planning conversations with our teams and around the 
PCC table.  The Stated Clerk advised that two motions should go to the next stated meeting to move 
the process forward—a motion to let the sales representation contract with Jeff Edberg lapse and to 
take the property off the market, and a second motion in principle to move the office back to the 
Eastdale site. 

 
 MOTION:  That the PCC recommend to the Presbytery that the Presbytery concur with its 

recommendation to remove the officer condo in Eastdale Plaza from the market and to not 
renew the sales representation contract with realtor Jeff Edberg.  Motion was seconded and 
APPROVED. 

 
   MOTION:  That the PCC recommend to the Presbytery that the Presbytery concur with its 

recommendation in principle to engage in a staged process to relocate the offices of the 
Stated Clerk, Finance Manager, and Communications Project Manager to the office condo in 
Eastdale Plaza.  Motion was seconded and APPROVED. 

 
 

Stated Clerk’s Report 
Stated Clerk Blair presented a request from the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, PCUSA Stated 
Clerk, that asks the Presbytery to make a per capita commitment for 2019.  The PCC discussed 
the larger question of per capita giving from constituent churches within the Presbytery.  The 
question that arose concerned whether it was necessary at this point to have a come to Jesus 
conversation to educate each of our churches about the uses and significance of per capita.  
Failure to participate in per capita represents a failure to uphold the appropriate commitment 
within covenant community that we all must make. 
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MOTION:  That the PCC recommend to the Presbytery that the Presbytery concur with its 
recommendation to answer the request for a Presbytery committed payment of 2019 Per 
Capita from the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General  Assembly 
(PCUSA), by committing to remit 60% of the 2019 invoiced amount ($54,204.78) based 
upon Presbytery membership figures.  Motion was seconded and APPROVED. 
 
In continued planning for the March stated meeting, the Stated Clerk noted that the Reverend 
Rhonda Kruse, Mission Engagement Advisor for the Presbyterian Mission Agency, will be joining 
us to discuss PMA initiatives, particularly the Matthew 25 initiative.  She has asked for us to 
identify churches in the central area of the Presbytery for her to visit while she is here for the 
stated meeting and the White Privilege conference.  The PCC identified Mt. Pleasant First and 
Cedar Rapids, First as two churches for the Stated Clerk to share with her.  The Stated Clerk 
noted that the worship at the stated meeting will take the form of themed interpretive worship 
to iterate both our Neighborliness theme as well as the Matthew 25 initiative.  A motion to 
direct the Stated Clerk to ask Rhonda Kruse to offer the sermon was seconded and 
APPROVED. 
 
The Stated Clerk introduced the continuing discussion topic concerning the docketing of 
committee reports.  The subsequent PCC discussion marked the need to re-assess the order of 
docketing committee reports to more strategically achieve a logical flow of topic and “business.”  
There is also an accompanying need to re-frame reports to speak to the larger context of our 
Presbytery’s mission and ministry goals and initiatives.  As we think through these larger issues, 
the PCC needs to have a dedicated discussion about finances, per capita, and property anxieties. 
 
MOTION:  To direct the Stated Clerk to plan and offer invitations to churches to host the 
stated meetings in 2020 and 2021 on the Stated Meeting Planning document along with 
affirming the remaining meetings in 2019 was seconded and APPROVED.  The Stated Clerk 
noted that PCC will need to complete and affirm plans for the All-Presbytery Picnic in July. 
 
Leadership Development Team Report 

Team moderator TE Mary Anne Welch announced that the Team met on Tuesday, February 

26th.  The planned survey has been distributed and the Team has asked Julia to create a 

spreadsheet to track the connections of needs and resources within the Presbytery.  The Team 

has been in conversation with two potential Inquirers, and is planning a retreat for pastors and 

CREs over the summer.  Mary Anne will be attending the Synod COM/CPM Leadership Event in 

Buffalo, MN later this spring. The Team is also working with Julia to offer a free communication 

workshop from the PCUSA, which the Presbytery could offer to our churches with the provision 

of lunch. 
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Ministers and Congregations Commission Report 
Commission moderator TE Jennifer Jennings presented action items that will be docketed for 
the March stated meeting.  It is likely that a CRE contract will be docketed concerning a 
potential commission at Davenport, Newcomb.  The MCC will make recommendations to 
transfer membership of teaching elders.  Lastly, there are a significant number of churches with 
questions, conflicts, and issues for the MCC to address. 
 
Congregational Development and Vitality Team Report 

Team moderator Danie deBeer announced that the team has visited 10 churches to date.  

The group is systematically visiting churches to ask how they and the Presbytery can help 

with congregational analysis, vision and mission development, small group formation, 

and worship redevelopment. 

 

Trustees Report 
Trustee moderator Jan Kosowski reported that Trustees will be bringing a request from Lost Nation 
to sell the manse and use funds for repair work and ministry expense.  The Hazleton church property 
has garnered two offers this week—one for $22K and one for $26K.  The lower offer is not contingent 
upon inspection with contents included.  The realtor fee on the sale is $2K.  Jan also reported that 
she has submitted the necessary materials to receive a rebate on the HVAC installation to climate 
control the offices that the Presbytery is using.  The Presbytery should receive @$400 in rebated 
funds. 
 
Budget and Finance Report 
Ruling Elder Tom Martin, team moderator, presented two issues for consideration.  The first 
concerns the trend line of Presbytery expenses, which will require a dedicated discussion to 
strategically plan for the future.  The second item concerns ways to ensure that the body gets a 
solid, dependable finance report.  Either the Presbytery needs to locate better software to fit our 
needs or we need to engage an accountant service to prepare and provide reports. 
 
Communications/Other Business 
In an effort to maximize both ease of use and security issues, the website will now contain default 
TE contact information for use by churches and denominational agencies.  We will maintain an office 
database with more complete information. 
 
Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was seconded and APPROVED.   Co-Moderator Wunder declared the 

meeting to be adjourned and invited Elder Jan Kosowski to offer the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rebecca Blair, Ph.D. 
Stated Clerk 

NEXT PCC MEETING: 
Thursday, May 23, 2019 
10:00 am 
Eastdale Conference Room 
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