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PRESBYTERY COORDINATING COMMISSION MINUTES  (Final) 
Presbytery of East Iowa    29 June 2017    Presbytery Office 

PRESENT:  Karen Bartel (Treasurer), Rebecca Blair (Stated Clerk), Gary Burnett  

(Nominating), Jim Claypool (Moderator), Jennifer Jennings (COM), Richard Miller 

(Trustees), Karen Minnis (Vice-Moderator, Trustees), Melody Oltmann (CPM), Larry 

Petrick (COM), Kris Ward (Personnel) 

STAFF:  Sarah Hegar (Networking Associate)     

EXCUSED:  Curt Mayo, Pam Saturnia, Lori Wunder     Also, Harry Hoyt (COM Associate)  

 and Kevin Cullum (Camp Wyoming) 

 

Moderator RE Jim Claypool called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. with prayer.  The 

Moderator called upon Stated Clerk Dr. Rebecca Blair, who affirmed that a quorum was present.  

A motion to approve the minutes of the 25 May 2017 meeting was seconded and 

APPROVED unanimously. 

 

Moderator’s Report 

Moderator Claypool shared with the PCC a communication from John Knox Presbytery 
indicating that the Reverend Scott Nesbitt, former minister member and colleague in PEIA, was 
arrested on 12 June 2017 in Racine, Wisconsin on multiple counts concerning possession of 
child pornography, second-degree sexual assault of a child, and use of a computer to facilitate a 
child sex crime.  Since Scott served PEIA churches for 20 years, the Presbytery officers have 
already been in contact with these churches to facilitate counseling support and discovery of 
any possible crimes, which may have occurred during his tenure in this presbytery.  The 
moderator has also identified a person from PEIA to serve on the investing committee in John 
Knox as an ecclesiastical disciplinary action moves forward. 
 
Next, the moderator updated PCC members on a conversation with bearing on the relationship 
of Coe College to the Presbytery and the PCUSA.  Over the summer, the College dismissed TE 
Kristin Hutson from the chaplain position.  In the statement sent to the community, the College 
indicated that Kristin was not being dismissed due to any negative job performance issues.  The 
moderator, stated clerk, and a representative from COM have all been in conversation with the 
college president and the vice-president for student life concerning this action.  Since Kristin is a 
minister member of the Presbytery, any actions concerning changes in her call should have 
included the Presbytery as a party to the call.  Further, in this specific circumstance, the College 
indicated through its attorney that it was unwilling to include the Presbytery in the discussion of 
the chaplain position. The prime issue raised by this action and the way it was handled concerns 
the depth of the College’s commitment to the PCUSA.  Currently the College is listed as an 
affiliated institution of the PCUSA.  The Trustees will be in conversation concerning the support 
monies allocated for Coe College since a condition of the allocation of these funds is that they 
be administered by the ordained PCUSA minister serving as chaplain.  COM will also need to 
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deliberate concerning any future PCUSA TE incumbent of the chaplain position since this 
ministry must be validated. 
 
Stated Clerk’s Report 
Stated Clerk Blair shared a concern regarding the current sexual misconduct training and 
procedure.  TE Scott Nesbitt was the moderator of the Sexual Misconduct Response Team prior 
to his leaving the Presbytery, and pastors who have signed the form certifying their participation 
in the required training have still engaged in behavior that raises questions, with one such case 
ending in the pastor renouncing jurisdiction.  The Stated Clerk presented information 
concerning the Safe Gatherings system of training and background checks.  This process may be 
funded by the presbytery or by its constituent churches, and has worked well in other 
presbyteries in this synod and elsewhere.  The PCC agreed to continue discussion of this issue 
with action at the August meeting. 
 
Trustees’ Report 
Vice-Moderator Karen Minnis provided an update on the sale of the Presbytery office condo.  
There is a consortium of parents whose children are currently clients of the transitional services 
provider for the Iowa City school district.  This provider will be retiring this year, and the parents 
have a keen interest in their children continuing to be served by this provider in her own private 
agency.  A representative from the consortium has toured the office.  She again expressed 
interest in this space, so the opportunity is at hand to complete a transaction perhaps without 
the need to engage a realtor’s services. 
 
The Trustees have also been working on the invitation to churches in the IC-CR corridor to serve 
as a location for the offices of the Stated Clerk and Treasurer.  The Stated Clerk has compiled the  
invitational application document will be sent soon. 
 
Lastly, Lane and Waterman LLP, the law firm that handled the sale of the Davenport, St. Andrew 
building, has transmitted the abstracts to the Presbytery office.  These will need to be given to 
the buyers when the sale is complete. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Karen Bartel noted that she will be preparing an updated report for inclusion in the 
packet of the 178th stated meeting in September.  She reported that, as of today, there is $3,000 
in the Pasrur fund. 
 
Commission on Ministry Report 
COM moderator RE Larry Petrick reported that two pastoral dissolutions are in progress:  one at 
Echo Hill with 30 September 2017 as the end date and St. Andrew with the dissolution 
discussion in progress. 
 
Personnel Committee Report 
Personnel moderator RE Kris Ward announced that the final edits to the revised Employee 
Handbook are in progress. 
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry Report 
Committee moderator TE Melody Oltmann celebrated a new Inquirer, Anna Sheetz from Iowa 
City, First, who will be presented to the Presbytery at the September stated meeting. 
 
Camp Wyoming Report 
No report this month 
 
Nominating Committee Report 
No report 
 
Networking Report 
TE Sarah Hegar reported that the offering from the All-Iowa event in Ames totaled $300.  This 
money will be dedicated to mental health issues in Iowa.  TE Hegar will be attending the 
upcoming Big Tent event in St. Louis. 
 
A motion to adjourn was APPROVED.  Moderator Claypool adjourned the meeting at 11:53 
a.m.  The closing prayer was offered by TE Richard Miller. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rebecca Blair, Ph.D. 
Stated Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


