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The Voice      
of Presbyterian Women 
In the Presbytery of East Iowa 
Summer - 2017                                        
                

MODERATOR MUSINGS 
 

Dear Moderators, 

  Wow – where has the summer gone? Kids are going back to school, State Fair is over and 

Labor Day week-end is right around the corner. It is hard to believe I have been your moderator 

for almost a year! It seems just like yesterday that I arrived late, due to a flat tire, to my own 

installation service. I feel it has been a good year even if it did get off to a rocky start. Thanks 

for hanging in there with me and being so supportive. 

  I hope all of you have had an enjoyable summer. One filled with more highs than lows. This 

past week-end (Aug. 11 – 13) I experienced a couple of highs. The first was as your PWP 

Coordinating Team got together at Camp Wyoming for the summer board meeting. This was a 

time for me to become reacquainted with recently acquired new friends and strengthen the 

bonds with longtime friends. We put the finishing touches to the Fall Gathering and talked 

about the 2018 program year. 

  I also attended the PWP Summer Spiritual Retreat held Friday afternoon through Saturday 

lunch. I learned a stress reliever technique (Zen Tangle), had the opportunity to praise and 

worship the Lord and got to talk about my faith in a safe setting. I reconnected with other 

longtime friends, touched base with more newly acquired friends and made several new friends. 

I played cards until midnight (ask Sharon Getty about “blue”), laughed until I cried (blame that 

on Kathleen Pilkington, Pat White and Dixie Miller and her sidekick Shirley Parker) and 

probably kept the rest of the women awake for several hours.    

  But. . . I left feeling joyous and exuberant (a tad bit sleepy too) and realizing that yes, this is 

the day the Lord has made and I need to continually and constantly rejoice in it. 

As we flip our calendars to September and October be sure to circle Saturday, October 7. Fall 

Gathering is that day at Christ Church, Cedar Rapids. Check out the details included in The 

Voice. Also remember to return your annual reports to me promptly. If you did not get them 

through an email or snail mail please contact me and I will enact Plan B. 

  I hope to see many of you at the Gathering. I look forward to reconnecting with longtime 

friends, getting reacquainted with newer friends and making even more new friends. 

Remember to laugh and smile. It does wonders for the soul and makes bystanders smile too. See 

you out and about. 

Blessings - Beth Jensen 

PS – I learned a tidbit about our newest CT member, Dottie Halverson (Together in 

Service/Mission liaison). She is a dog lover and has a rescue dog named Lucy. 
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Let  

Justice  

Roll  

Down  

  

“But let justice  

roll down like  

waters, and  

righteousness 

like an ever-

flowing stream”  

       Amos 5:24 

 

Presbyterian Women of East Iowa 

Twenty-ninth Annual Fall Gathering 

and Business Meeting 

Saturday, October 7, 2017 

9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Christ Presbyterian Church 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
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Please send meal registration to: 
Jean Schultz 
1621 Timberland Ct NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
319-396-3442 
 
Reservations due by April 15th:   Make checks payable to: Christ Church Presbyterian Women 
 
Little Creations to:  Cathy's Closet 
 

 

LUNCH RESERVATION  
Please return this page to Kay Hall at the address above.  
 
PW/Church Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Church/City __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Names of those attending  
 
 
 
 
Number of lunches needed  _______  X $6.00= Total Enclosed  $  ______________ 
 
 
We will need child care for ____children below age 5  
 

                                                  ____children age 5-8  
 

                                                  ____children over age 8 
 
At 10 am the child care provider will be dismissed if no children are in attendance 
 
 
I / We have the following nutritional needs:   
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Christ Church Directions: 
 
From the North: 
I – 380 to Exit 19B (First Ave. West) 
Stay to the right and make a right turn onto 1st Ave. W. 
Move over as right lane will end. 
As you go up the hill, make sure that you are in the right lane.  
Go past a church on corner of 15th and 1st Ave.  (Central Church of Christ – NOT Christ Church) 
Go through the next stoplight (18th St.) and stay straight to continue on 1st Ave. 
Christ Church will be on your right in two blocks.   
Turn onto 21st St. NW and then into the Christ Church parking lot. 
 

From the South: 
I – 380 to Exit 16B (Hwy. 30 West) 
As you come onto Hwy. 30, Move to next lane as your lane will become an exit only 
Take the Edgewood Road Exit (Exit 250) and turn right.   
Take Edgewood North 
(After crossing 16th Ave. SW, pass an Arby’s and 12th Ave.) 
Next stoplight is 1st Ave.  (Trust us on this one) 
Turn right and go down the hill past the Nazarene Church, Islamic Center and Wesleyan Church.   
Road will curve to right and pass Elementary School on the right. 
Take next left (21st St.) 
Turn right into church parking lot. 
 

From the West: 
Take Hwy. 30 east.   
Take exit 426 16th Ave. SW 
Turn left on Edgewood Dr.  
At the second light, turn right onto 1st Ave.   
Go down the hill past the Nazarene Church, Islamic Center and Wesleyan Church.   
Road will curve to right and pass Elementary School on the right. 
Take next left (21st St.) 
Turn right into church parking lot. 
 

From the East: 
Take Hwy. 30 West.  
Take the Edgewood Road Exit (Exit 250) and turn right.   
Take Edgewood North 
(After crossing 16th Ave. SW, pass an Arby’s and 12th Ave.) 
Next stoplight is 1st Ave.  (Trust us on this one) 
Turn right and go down the hill past the Nazarene Church, Islamic Center and Wesleyan Church.   
Road will curve to right and pass Elementary School on the right. 
Take next left (21st St.) 
Turn right into church parking lot.  
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The East Iowa PWP Fall Gathering will be held on Oct. 7th at Cedar Rapids Christ Church from 
9:00 to 2:30. The theme will be "Let Justice Roll Down'' with the speaker being Sue Medsker-
Nedderman who went to USAME (Mission Exchange) in the San Francisco Bay Area as our rep 
from The Presbytery of East Iowa. Sue will speak about her experiences there as they 
discussed issues of justice.  You can read more about this experience in the Jan./Feb. issue of 
Horizons magazine. Please make sure you get your reservations in for lunch.  Come join us!!! 
 
August 2–5, 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky 
Save the date for the Churchwide Gathering!      
 
Reflecting on light 
   I love night walks. Many evenings, I venture out  
my dogs. Even well after the sun has fully retreated 
for the day, night walks, at least in my little city, 
could be renamed night light walks. Although 
certainly not as bright as the noonday sun, on cloudless nights, stars and planets and the moon 
help us navigate our way through the nighttime neighborhood (and snowy evenings are 
especially vivid). Truthfully, I hadn’t considered just how much of our world is bathed in 
artificial light until I became aware of the ever-ubiquitous streetlamps and security lights, 
lamps in windows, and the occasional headlights, after we spotted a herd of deer silhouetted 
against the Louisville skyline. A magnificent image, for sure, but sobering. 
   For better or for worse, finding true darkness (that is, a place in the world not artificially 
illuminated) is a rarity for North Americans (people and deer alike!). “Already, some two-thirds 
of Americans and Europeans no longer experience real night—that is, real darkness—and 
nearly all of us live in areas considered polluted by light,” writes Paul Bogard in his book, The 
End of Night: Searching for Natural Darkness (page 9, New York: Back Bay, 2014). 
   As this Gathering Quest series asks us to reflect on light, perhaps we should consider light’s 
partner, darkness, as well. 
   Our Gathering theme is, “Arise, shine, your light has come!” based on Isaiah 60. And the 
Gathering logo—the image of a towering sunflower, head tilted toward the sun—is one that 
joyfully inspires. But night walks and a gifted-with-a-green-thumb mother-in-law helped me 
discover that many flowers wait for the night before opening their petals. These include the 
(aptly named) moonflower and the night-blooming narcissus. Night gardens, according to a 
quick Internet trip, are a “thing.” And the zoo docent in me can confidently share that many of 
God’s creatures are crepuscular and nocturnal, designed to be most active during twilight and 
night, respectively. 
   My takeaway is this: no matter how or whether the world around us is illumined, our Creator 
has made a wondrous world, indeed, a wondrous universe. Let us, like the night-blooming 
narcissus, open to the nighttime world to discover or rediscover the world in this way. Just 
remember to turn off the porchlight on your way out. 
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PW’s new website:   https://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/ 
 
Sarah Hegar, our Historian  wants your Church PW to share information and pictures about 
what your church is doing. Please be sure to fill your annual report and send it back per the 
instructions. Dottie Halverson, our Together in Mission Coordinator chimes in the same for 
your mission activities. 
 
About PWP East Iowa’s Mission Project – the Bdecan Church 
   "Bdecan" (pronounced Bah-DAY Chan) means "Wood Lake" in the Dakota language. Bdecan 
Presbyterian Church is the only Indian Presbyterian Church in the State of North Dakota.  It 
was founded as a mission church in 1879 and formally organized in 1881.  Bdecan Presbyterian 
Church is a member of the Dakota Presbytery, and is located on the Spirit Lake Reservation in 
North-central, North Dakota. 
   Their Food Pantry is open on Thursdays. Their Children's and Youth Programming serves 
many of the neighborhood young people: 
 

                 
 

Mission Teams have come to help with building upkeep and recently built a new building for 
the Clothing Closet, as the need has become great for both the Food Pantry and the Clothing 
Closet. Heat is done in that area with propane and in the winter, often there isn’t enough 
money for heating. The Northernn Plaines Presbytery has a fund to help with heating. PWP in 
East Iowa has sent funds for the heating and also for kids’ winter coats. 
   Please pray for the Bdecan Project! Their success is our success. 
 

 

“One Church, One Book” aims to jumpstart discussions about 
race It’s been called “one of the most important books on race 
in recent memory.” And now the Reverends Denise Anderson 
and Jan Edmiston, co-moderators of the 222nd General 
Assembly (2016), are urging Presbyterians via their “One 
Church, One Book” project to read and discuss “Waking up 
White”, by Debby Irving.  For more information: 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/March-18/ 

https://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/
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Tri-Annual PWP East Iowa Retreat!! 
   We gathered at Camp Wyoming on August 6-7 to worship, learn, praise and have fun. The 
Rev Melody Oltmann lead us in learning more about ourselves through learning more about 
Christ. Amy Kirkman helped us learn about meditation and “doodling” through Zentangle and 
Roberta House assured that we had good food by volunteering to be our Kitchen Manager. 
Then there were opportunities to just enjoy the forest and the beauties of God’s creation. 
   By the time we thought of taking group pictures, some of us were already gone!  
 

      
 
2018 will be the Churchwide Gathering and 2019 is the Synod Gathering. We’ll have another 
PWEIA Treat in the summer of 2020. 

 

 
2017 Warehouse Sale imageEquipping the saints for life  
today—and tomorrow—may include sharing and enjoying  
resources that, although not brand new, bring the good  
news to others and ourselves! That’s why Presbyterian  
Women is offering dozens of resources at discounted prices  
(some are free; just pay shipping). You can share with a new  
immigrant church group, a prison ministry, a new circle, 
even order for you and your circle, too! If you have a story 
to tell about how you choose to share or use your resources, 
please contact:  
Sharon Dunne-Gillies at sharon.gillies@pcusa.org.  
Please note that many of these resources are available in  
very (very!) limited quantities. Order accordingly! Download  
the sale flier now at the PW Website:  https://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/   
And hurry! Sale ends September 1, 2017. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sharon.gillies@pcusa.org
https://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/
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Opportunities, Opportunities, Opportunities !!! 
   There is still time to be part of the PWP Coordinating Team. We have a few positions 
still open. We are seeking someone for Vice-Moderator. This can be a one year term, 
January 2018 to December 2019 or a 2 year term and then become moderator for 
three years. 
   Also the nominating committee has 2 positions open.  One vacant from last year and 
Kathleen Pilkington’s.  Her term will be finished January 1, 2018.  Jill Cecil, new 
chairperson will be very lonely if she has to serve all by herself! If you are even a little 
bit interested in the PWPCT this is a great time to jump on board. The terms for 
nominating committee positions are: a one 2 year term and one 3 year term. 
  We are a very nice group, one which has a passion for God and Presbyterian 
Women. We would love to have you join us. Contact Kathleen at 
kathleenpilk@gmail.com  
 
Pasrur Boys School Commission is Making Progress! 
   Many of you may remember our visit in June from Presbyterian Education Board of 
Pakistan Executive Director Veda Gill.  She traversed East Iowa Presbytery sharing 
news about education in Pakistan and spreading excitement about the building of the 
Boys School.  The Pasrur Girls School was established as a Presbyterian mission over 
150 years ago. After 5th grade, boys and girls in Pakistan cannot go to school together 
and so many of the boys are turned away without many good options. It has long been 
a dream of Pasrur families to have a school building for 6th-10th grade boys to 
continue their education. 
   East Iowa and the Friends of Pasrur have been commissioned by the Presbytery to 
help raise funds for this school.  The total cost for Phase One is $200,000.  $100,000 
has already been donated by Amy and Dave Nicholson through the Wilson Family 
Trust. After Veda’s visit in Iowa in June more than $16,000 has been donated through 
generous individuals and churches in our Presbytery. 
   This Fall your church will be receiving a packet with ways and ideas to help in this 
effort. These ideas range from a noisy offering, Sunday School offering, Super Bowl 
Challenge, and more! Be on the lookout for ways in which your church can help make 
a difference in the lives of students in Pakistan.  For more information please visit 
www.peia.org/pcbs 

Ways to Support this Mission: 
1. Donate online: www.peia.org/pcbs 
2. Mail a check: Presbytery of East Iowa 
                                1700 S. 1st Ave. Ste 23 

                                          Iowa City, IA 52240                       
                                          Please write “Pasrur Boys School” in the memo line 

3. Share this opportunity with others 
4. PRAY for this need to be met  

Questions? 
Jane Cranston – Boys School Commission Moderator      jane-cranston@uiowa.edu  
Sarah Hegar – PEIA Networking Associate        shegar@peia.org          319-217-9444 

 

mailto:kathleenpilk@gmail.com
mailto:jane-cranston@uiowa.edu
mailto:shegar@peia.org
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August 15, 2017 

 
 
    Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA) condemns the recent violence in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, and supports all efforts to end racism and promote justice and peace. 
 
    James 2:9 tells us, “If you favor some people over others, you are committing a sin. You are 
guilty of breaking the law.” If we truly have faith in Jesus we will not treat some people better 
than others, but we will strive to love one another equally through the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
    Presbyterian Women works toward building inclusive, caring communities. We condemn all 
forms of violence, particularly violence that tears at the fabric of God’s beloved community. 
The rhetoric of the “alt right” has no place in a civilized society that is built on principles of 
equality and God-given human rights. We condemn the racially motivated violence of white 
supremacy and the resurgence of neo-Nazism, with its bigotry and assumptions of privilege. 
 
    We urge all people to find ways to bridge the issues that divide Americans rather than 
widening the gap of distrust and misunderstanding. We support our brothers and sisters in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, who are standing up for justice and peace. We encourage everyone to 
be steadfast and immovable in the fight against discrimination, prejudice and hatred. 
 
    We lift our prayers to God, and pray particularly for those immediately impacted by the 
violence. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Carol Winkler, Moderator 
Judy Persons, Vice Moderator, Mission Relationships 
Wanda Beauman, Vice Moderator, Justice and Peace Concerns 
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Please forward to the members of your PW or make copies of this “The Voice” to give those in your 
PW group each a copy. Urge them to share it with others. Don’t keep this info a secret!! 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please keep your PW or Women’s group contact current as changes occur during the year. Contact 
PWP Moderator Beth Jensen (bejensen@live.com) at 6719 25th Street, Van Horne, IA 52346 - 319-
223-5742. 
 
This page is formatted to allow for printing and mailing. It complies with the new US Postal 
Service requirements.  

The Voice 


