Death penalty bill to be considered by committee

The lowa Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to meet next Tuesday, January 26 at 3:00
pm. It is expected that Senate Study Bill 1004 (SSB 1004), a bill to reinstate capital punishment
in lowa, will be on the agenda.

What needs to be done

If you’re reading this, please take a couple minutes of your time and send an email to one, two,
or all members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:
e Brad Zaun (R, District 20), Chair

e Julian B. Garrett (R, District 13), Vice Chair

e Kevin Kinney (D, District 39), Ranking Member
e Tony Bisignano (D, District 17)
e Joe Bolkcom (D, District 43)

e Nate Boulton (D, District 16)

e Dan Dawson (R, District 8)

e Craig Johnson (R, District 32)
e Janet Petersen (D, District 18)
e Jeff Reichman (R, District 42)
e Jason Schultz (R, District 9)

e Tom Shipley (R, District 11)

e Amy Sinclair (R, District 14)

e Jeff Taylor (R, District 2)

e Zach Whiting (R, District 1)

A vote in committee will be close. Even those legislators that oppose the death penalty strongly
need to hear from you, especially if you live in a Senate district in which your senator is on this
committee.

Wondering what to say?

If you wrote something for the subcommittee meeting, send it again. If not, compose something
based upon any of the comments posted to the comments section of the subcommittee’s agenda:
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetingPublicComment?meetinglD=32205&action=vie
wCommitteePublicComments

History and explanation
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SSB 1004 passed out of the Senate Judiciary subcommittee by a vote of 2-1. Republican
Senators Julian Garrett (R-Indianola), chair; and Jason Schultz (R-Schleswig) were the two
voting to move the bill forward to the full Senate Judiciary Committee. Senator Tony Bisignano
(D-Des Moines) was the sole vote against moving the bill.

If enacted the bill would create a “capital murder offense by establishing the penalty of death for
murder in the first-degree offenses involving kidnapping and sexual abuse offenses against the
same victim who is a minor.” It has been said by proponents that “currently in lowa, the stiffest
penalty is the same for kidnapping and raping a minor as it is for kidnapping, raping and
murdering a minor.” Technically, that’s right. However, if a child in lowa is kidnapped, raped,
and murdered now, a prosecutor would be wise to go after a punishment of life in prison for each
count. That would mean three consecutive life sentences. If the defendant was found not guilty
of one of the crimes, the other two would result in two consecutive life sentences. On the other
hand, if the defendant is charged with capital murder, and “a technicality” negates the sentence,
the defendant could possibly walk out of prison. That is not the time to say “Whoops!”

At its peak, 129 people connected to the Zoom call on the subcommittee meeting. Hundreds
posted comments on the website. A printed version consumed 81 pages of 8.5 x 11 paper. That
is not enough. Please send a message to your senator, and any others as your time permits.

Unequal applicability

Towa’s sentencing of murderers today is sound. Did you know that if a death penalty is enacted, a
county attorney in one county may not seek the death penalty, whereas a county attorney in a
neighboring county may seek capital punishment? The decision is left to the county

attorney. There is no mandatory requirement that a defendant face the penalty of death.

Also, numerous studies have shown that the death penalty is discriminatorily applied. Minorities
are more apt to be sentenced to death than whites, especially if the defendant is a minority and
the victim is white.

Contacting legislators

Please contact your senator and representative and ask: “Do you oppose the death
penalty?” Then, we ask you share that information with
us. info@iowansagainstthedeathpenalty.com or mrtyryn@gmail.com

Contact information for your senator and representative should be located on their legislative
website page. For senators, locate the name of your senator and click on the senator’s

name. Information on the senator’s committees, legislation introduced, email address, physical
address, cell phone and Senate phone will come up on the senator’s page. For representatives,
follow the same procedure as previously outlined for senators.
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